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On Friday 3rd July, 2009 a group of local surfers from the Bells Beach Surfing Reserve 
Advisory Committee discovered a large prehistoric whale fossil bone at Bells Beach. The 
whale fossil bone is now housed at Surf World on permanent loan from Museum Victoria. 
 
Museum Victoria experts studied the whale fossil bone and believe it to be around 25 million 
years old, from the Late Oligocene age. The fossil bone shows the lower back and hip region 
of a prehistoric Baleen whale and includes nine vertebrae in complete form.  
 
The whale fossil bone was found in a slab of limestone from the Jan Juc formation of the Late 
Oligocene age, which was around 25 million years ago. The fossil specimen is from a 
prehistoric Baleen cetaceans (whale). Many modern whales including the large blue whale 
and humpback whale evolved from this early Baleen species. 
 
The whale fossil bone is significant because it adds to mounting evidence that a significant 
number of whales may have evolved along the Surf Coast.  
 
The newly discovered species named Janjucetus hunderi (after earlier discoveries at Jan Juc 
beach) had a maximum length of about 3.5 metres or the size of a modern day dolphin. 
 
Museum Victoria Palaeontologist, Dr Erich Fitzgerald has stated that the Surf Coast is 
becoming known as a hot-spot for whale discoveries and ‘Charles’ (named after its finder) has 
special significance.  
 
“Charles is particularly special because his bones remain connected in near natural 
positions,” Dr Fitzgerald said. “Most whale fossils consist of individual bones, or small clusters 
of bones, but in Charles we have an articulated though incomplete skeleton.” 
 
Each winter Bells Beach is visited by dozens of whales migrating along the coast. For local 
surfers their visits add to the beauty of the marine environment at Bells Beach. 

 


